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SUBJECT: GRUMMAN ACTIVITIES IN VENEZUELA 
REF STATE 270369 

1. ROBERT TOWNSEND AND TWO OTHER GRUMMAN REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE 
U.S. CALLED ON DCM ON NOV 14, ALSO TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON 

MANUEL LOPEZ RIVAS (REFTEL). GRUMMAN WILL CHECK BACK WITH EMBASSY 
ON NOV 19 FOR REPORT ON LOPEZ. WE PLAN TO PROVIDE GRUMMAN 
WITH BASIC BIO DATA ON LOPEZ, WHICH CORRESPONDS WITH INFORMATION 
CONTAINED REFTEL, BUT WE WILL NOT REPEAT NOT MAKE ANY SPECIFIC 
RECOMMENDATION ON LOPEZ AS A SUITABLE AGENT FOR GRUMMAN. 

2. DURING MEETING WITH DCM. TOWNSEND'S GROUP STATED THAT GRUMMAN 
WAS ALSO TRYING TO SELL TO THE GOV TEN HYDROFOIL BOATS, WHICH 
COULD BE CONFIGURED FOR VARIOUS MISSIONS AND COULD CARRY ROCKET 
LAUNCHERS. GRUMMAN REPS SAID THAT VENEZUELAN NAVY WAS MOST 
INTERESTED IN PURCHASING THESE BOATS, WHICH WOULD COST ABOUT 

7 MILLION - 8 MILLION APEICE. GRUMMAN ALSO OFFERED TO ASSEMBLE 
THE HYDROFOIL BOATS IN VENEZUELAN SHIPYARDS, ALTHOUGH THE MORE 
SOPHISTICATED COMPONENTS WOULD HAVE TO BE IMPORTED FROM THE U.S. 

3. GRUMMAN REPS SAID THAT THEY HAD DEPARTMENT'S PERMISSION TO 
MAKE SALES PRESENTATION ON BOATS TO GOV, BUT HAD NOT YET RECEIVED 
EXPORT LICENSE. EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPARTMENT'S CONFIRMATION OF THIS 
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